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The Evolution of European Identity: Using biographical methods to
study the development of European identity
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EUROIDENTITIES FINAL CONFERENCE
Venue:  Representation of Saxony-Anhalt to the EU
Boulevard Saint Michel 80
B-1040 Brussels
9-10 February 2011
PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE
Wednesday, February 9
Morning

Session 1:  The Educationally Mobile.  Views of Europe held by those who have had significant experience of educational exchanges during their emerging adulthoods.  The positive and negative aspects of these experiences, their retention and their significance for European policy.  [Bangor University /Wales]

Papers :  ‘International Education in the Life Course’ and ‘Identity Project Under Construction :  European identity and educational mobility in the case study of Majka’ by Howard Davis, Graham Day, Sally Baker and Marta Kowalska.

Discussants:  Dr. Roswitha Breckner, Universität Wien ; Dr. Endika Bengoetxea, DG Education and Culture, EAC/C/1 - Higher Education; Erasmus
Session 2:  Civil Society Organisations.  The European mental spaces occupied by participants in civil society organisations, with special reference to the cross-border activities of peace and reconciliation groups and environmentalists.  [Magdeburg, Frankfurt and Nurmeberg]
Paper:  ‘Discoverers in the European Mental Space –The Biographical Experiences of Participants in European Civil Society Organizations’ by Fritz Schütze, Anja Schröder-Wildhagen, Lena Inowlocki, Ulrike Nagel, Gerhard Riemann, and Bärbel Treichel (Magdeburg, Frankfurt, and Nuremberg)

Discussants: Dr. Jeffrey Turk, Scientific Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Ljubljana; Dr. Adam Mrozowicki, University of Wroclaw; Tomi Huhtanen, Research Director, Centre for European Studies

Afternoon
Session 3:  Farmers.  The ambivalent views of Europe held by those who are subject to strict systems of market regulation and support.  [Sociological Institute of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia: Jeleva, Dragonova et al; 
Paper:  ‘Theoretical presentation, Farmers ‘sensitized group’:  “Let’s believe in the EU, in the future”, S. H., German farmer’  by Rumiana Jeleva, Mariana Draganova, Dona Pickard, Slavka Karakusheva, Nevena Dimova

Discussant:  Prof. Chris Hann, Max Planck Institute, Leipzig
Session 4:  Intimate Relations. The dynamics and dimensions of cross-cultural/transnational intimate relationships of individuals in Europe. The meaning of these biographical experiences of intimacies for the perception and building of the evolving self as interconnected with the becoming of European mentality.  [Tallinn University of Technology and University of Naples Federico II:  Paadam, Spanò et al]

Paper:  ‘Cross-cultural Intimate Relationships’ by Katrin Paadam, Kristel Siilak, Liis Ojamäe and Anneli Leemet, with Antonella Spanò, Pasquale Musella and Elisabetta Perone
Discussant: Dr. Anne Sigfrid  Grönseth; University College of Lillehammer, Norway

Thursday, February 10
Morning

Session 5:  Privileged and Unprivileged Transnational Workers.  Transnationals, migrants and diasporas:  Europe as a sphere of self-realization and success for professional elites and entrepreneurs. Or:  Europe as a sphere of opportunity and escape for working people. [University of Lodz]

Paper:  ‘Biographical Consequences of Working Abroad in the Context of European Mental Space Construction’  by Kaja Kaźmierska, Andrzej Piotrowski and Katarzyna Waniek

Discussants:  Prof. Richard Jenkins, University of Sheffiel;, Roswitha Gottbeheut, Secretary General of European Centre for Workers’ Questions
Session 6: Cultural Contacts.  Europe as a concert of cultural mixing and a questioning of the idea of a European culture.  [Frankfurt and Nuremberg]

Paper:  ‘Cultural Contacts - A Biographical Perspective on Youth Exchange and Related Processes’ by Lena Inowlocki and Gerhard Riemann 

Discussants:  Prof.. Catherine Delcroix, Université de Strasbourg; Dr. Lyudmila Nurse, Oxford XXL Strategic Think Tank
Afternoon

Session 7: External Contributions to Europe.   Unique perspectives on the meanings of what it is to be ‘European’ held by citizens and residents of Europe whose origins are from outside the continent whose backgrounds may be non-Christian and/or ‘non-white’ or who have lived a significant portion of their lives outside Europe due to their identification with Europe being challenged by stereotypical ideas of ‘Europeanness’.  [Queen’s University Belfast]

Paper: ‘Into and Out of Europe:  Transit, transformation and narrative construction’ by Markieta Domecka, Robert Miller, Dirk Schubotz and Maruška Svašek
Discussants:  Prof. Thijl Sunier, Universiteit van Amsterdam; Mr. Elmar Brok, Coordinator of the External Relations Committee of the European Parliament
Session 8:  Europe as a Mental Space.  The biographical genesis of a European mental space and identification with Europe.  [Magdeburg]
Paper:  ‘Europe as a Mental Space.  The biographical genesis of a European mental space and identification with Europe’ by Fritz Schütze, Anja Schröder-Wildhagen, Lena Inowlocki, Ulrike Nagel, Gerhard Riemann, and Bärbel Treichel (Magdeburg, Frankfurt, and Nuremberg)

Discussant:  Prof. Martin Kohli, European University Institute, Florence
